Pure germinoma of the pineal gland with synchronous spinal dissemination--case report.
An 11-year-old boy presented with pineal pure germinoma with spinal dissemination manifesting as a 1-month history of ocular motility disturbance and a history of abnormal sensations in the left leg persisting for several months. His past medical history was unremarkable. Craniospinal magnetic resonance imaging showed an enhanced tumor in the pineal gland and widespread leptomeningeal dissemination in the spinal canal. Biopsy of the pineal tumor was performed. Histological examination revealed a pure germinoma. Chemotherapy with carboplatin and etoposide in combination with radiotherapy induced complete remission of the tumors. He regained normal eye movement and sensation in his left leg during the chemotherapy period. Germinomas with dissemination are generally more malignant and refractory than solitary germinomas, but this patient showed a strong response to chemoradiotherapy.